
federal agencies for a year
now, and it seems like a lot
of them have been trying
to slip out the door, like, the
Environmental Protection
Agency,” said U.S. Sen. Bill
Nelson, who helped initiate
the federal investigation
last year.

“If anybody has been try-
ing to help people, it’s the
Consumer Product Safety
Commission. But I’m still
a little concerned about the
pace of the investigation,
especially why it’s taking
so long to tell folks how to
fix this stuff. Now, we have
fraud artists out there
duping people into paying
money for fake fixes.”

U.S. Rep. Bill Posey,
R-Rockledge, in Febru-
ary sponsored legislation
proposing that repair and
reconstruction payments
on toxic drywall should not
be taxable.

Posey said the response
to Chinese drywall issues
on the Treasure Coast is
“unacceptable.”

“The Consumer Product
Safety Commission has
indeed been very slow in
releasing their findings and
putting forward any recom-
mendations that might give
guidance to affected fami-
lies,” he said. “I find that to
be disappointing.”

From a national database
provided to Scripps How-
ard News Service from the
CPSC, about 166 Chinese
drywall complaints origi-
nated from the Treasure
Coast, including 53 from
Indian River County, 90
from St. Lucie County and

23 from Martin County.
The health complaints

on the Treasure Coast
range from asthma, respi-
ratory infections, double
pneumonia, nosebleeds,
elevated liver enzymes and
headaches to complaints as
serious as lung problems
and cancer. According to
the complaints, both young
infants and the elderly have
been hospitalized because
of Chinese drywall.

The status of those
complaints with the CPSC
remains unknown.

CPSC spokesman Scott
Wolfson would not answer
questions about how
federal officials have
investigated Chinese dry-
wall complaints on the
Treasure Coast. Wolfson
did not provide informa-
tion on when the agency
plans to conclude its inves-
tigation or what recourse
homeowners have with
builders or insurance com-
panies that have denied
Chinese drywall damage
claims.

The agency also isn’t
giving any guidelines on
repair or reconstruction
protocols for homeown-
ers despite hundreds of
Chinese drywall repair
companies claiming to
test and repair defective
drywall.

“The government needs
to step in here because
they’re the ones that
allowed the product to
come into this country,”
said Bradley Simons, who
was forced to abandon his
family’s new Mercedes
Home in Vero Lake Estates
that was built using Chi-
nese drywall. “They need
to do something to help us

because we’re just middle-
class families. I can’t afford
to pay $70,000 to get the
house repaired, and why
should I? That’s not fair.
The government failed us
with this product.”

Simons filed a complaint
with the CPSC but he hasn’t
heard anything back from
the commission.

On its Web site, the
CPSC states the agency has
received about 3,000 reports
from residents in 37 states,
the District of Colum-
bia, and Puerto Rico, who
believe their health symp-
toms and the corrosion of
metal components in their
homes are related to dry-
wall produced in China.
More than 90 percent of
those complaints are from
Florida.

The Florida Department
of Health has received
more than 720 complaints.
Agency spokeswoman
Susan Smith said the
agency does not “con-
firm” complaints, rather
it records information
related to the observations
provided by the caller
for reporting to the state
surgeon general and Gov.
Charlie Crist’s office. The
agency then instructs call-
ers to report complaints to
the CPSC.

“These people are aban-
doning their homes and
losing their life’s savings
and there is no sense of
urgency to jump in this
both feet first by the fed-
eral government ... it
just blows me away,” said
Thomas Martin, president
of Americas Watchdog, a
national advocacy group
for consumer protection.
“How does the governor

of Florida (Charlie Crist)
meetwithPresidentObama
and not bring up Chinese
drywall?”

In a prepared statement
by e-mail, Crist’s spokes-
man Sterling Ivey said the
governor requested aid
from Federal Emergency
Management Agency. The
request was denied by
FEMA on March 12.

“He has not spoken to
the president directly, but
we continue to work with
our congressional delega-
tion and federal partners to
assist all Floridians experi-
encing problems with Chi-
nese drywall,” Ivey said.

It’s still unknown how
future drywall imports will
be handled by the CPSC
and if Treasure Coast hom-
eowners with Chinese dry-
wall could receive financial
assistance from the federal
government in the form of
local Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program
funds. U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment spokeswoman
Shantae Goodloe did not
answer questions concern-
ing Chinese drywall on the
Treasure Coast.

In December, HUD gave
permission to the Louisi-
ana Recovery Authority
and statewide local govern-
ments to use Community
Development Block Grant
money to assist Louisiana
homeowners who have con-
firmed cases of Chinese
drywall in their homes.
The money will not be dis-
tributed until the CPSC
releases protocols on how
to properly test and repair
damage.

Other agencies working
with the CPSC include the

U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the Agency
for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry.

When contacted about
the status of their find-
ings with the CPSC, some
of those agencies said they
were waiting on data from
the commission to begin
their own testing while oth-
ers referred questions back
to the CPCS.

“We’re in the process
of collecting data we’ve
received from other agen-
cies,” said Bernadette Bur-
den, spokeswoman for the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention in Atlanta.
“Our only role in this is to
help determine the poten-
tial health effects of the
imported drywall ... we
have not released prelimi-
nary information or a final
report.”

Burden estimated her
agency has received 50 to
60 reports from the CPSC
on Chinese drywall.

Ryan Dave from the fed-
eral Environmental Pro-
tection Agency referred
questions back to the
commission.

Nelson said homeown-
ers deserve more of a
response.

“Nearly 3,000 cases of
tainted drywall in Florida
and three dozen other
states have been reported
to the government and the
number continues to grow,”
Nelson said . “The affected
homeowners deserve to
know the extent of any
health threat and, what
they can do to get the prob-
lem fixed so they can live in
their own houses.”
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OKLAHOMA CITY

More snow falling
in southern Plains

More snow fell Sunday
as part of a powerful storm
blowing through Oklahoma
and the southern Plains on
the first weekend of spring.

The National Weather
Service said there was mod-
erate to heavy snow across
northeast Oklahoma,
northwest Arkansas and
southwest Missouri, with
some places reporting 8 to
12 inches of snow.

BAGHDAD

Iraqi president
demands recount

Iraq’s president on Sun-
day called for a recount in
this month’s parliamen-
tary elections, which have
turned into a tight race
between the prime minis-
ter and a secular rival amid
accusations of fraud.

The demand from Presi-
dent Jalal Talabani came
a day after Iraqi prime
minister Nouri al-Maliki
appeared to back the idea
by calling on the election
commission overseeing the
counting to quickly respond
to requests from political
blocs for a recount.

In other news
N.D. river crests: The

crest of the Red River was
met Sunday with more
shrugs than white knuck-
les. The National Weather
Service said the Red River
crested Sunday afternoon at
just under 37 feet.

BA strike: British Air-
wayscabincrewswalkedoff
the job for a second day Sun-
day but the airline insisted
the strike was having less
impact than expected and
said it was able to restore
flights that had previously
been canceled.

Israel rejects restric-
tions: Israel will not restrict
construction in east Jeru-
salem, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
Sunday.

From wire reports
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$5.99 Bottomless
Soup, Salad and Bread

See menu for description of items. For a limited time only. Valid only at participating locations listed below. Not valid with
any other offer, discount or promotion. Substitutions or additions may require additional charge. See server for details.

Upgrade to a Premium Salad for $2.50 more:
Oriental Fried Chicken Salad, Oriental Grilled Chicken Salad,
Grilled Shrimp ‘N Spinach Salad, or Grilled Chicken Caesar.

Caesar Salad or House Salad or Spinach Salad
And

Chicken Tortilla Soup or Broccoli Cheese Soup
or French Onion Soup or Tomato Basil Soup

And
Warm Bread

Enjoy an All-You-Can-Eat Lunch at Applebee’s
Available Monday – Thursday until 2pm

Offer for dine-in only and is not valid for take-out or Carside To Go

New

Vero Beach
5335 20th Street
(772)978-0551

Stuart
3373 S.E. Federal HWY

(772)223-6477

Port St. Lucie
10501 So. U.S. HWY 1

(772)337-0408

Jupiter
6775 Indiantown Rd.

(561)575-4300

Fort Pierce
4898 Okeechobee Rd.

(772)460-1444
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Hip, Knee, Foot/Angle Pain?
Complimentary Patient Education Seminar

Tuesday, April 6th
Registration 8:30-9:00 am

 Guest Speakers and Program 9:00-11:00 am
at McKee Botanical Gardens, Education Building 

350 US 1 • Vero Beach

Registration: 8:30-9:00 am
Complementary Admission & Continental Breakfast

Reserve Now
772-569-2330•1-888-569-2330

www.veroortho.com    www.veroneuro.com
This event is not sponsored or endorsed by McKee Botanical Gardens.

George K. Nichols, M.D.
F.A.C.S., F.A.A.O.S.

The Latest Advances 
In Minimally Invasive 

Hip And Knee Surgery 
and Women and

Knee Surgery

• Diplomate American Board
of Orthopaedic Surgery

• Member Arthritic Hip and
Knee Surgery

The latest Advances
in the Treatment of

Foot and Ankle Injuries

• Fellowship Trained at the
Nationally Accredited
Program at Penn State Bone
and Joint Institute

• Specializing in Foot
and Ankle Injuries and
Reconstruction Techniques

Allison Wade, M.D.

Introducing Our
New Associate
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